Exhibit 2: Interpretive Signs

ERWS Salt Marsh Warysioe Panel (Draft)

What it Takes,

T0 SUrvtve nadalt Mars

SurvTving in Zones

More than 20 species of native plants

Although you see abundant plant life here, the salt

marsh can be a cba“engmg place for plants to live. survive in the Flumbold: Bay salt marshes
. . . The amount of‘ salt and wate.r 1T1 different
These plants have unigue ways in which they are SEnCE e o
kinds of plants can grow in those zones.

able to survive.

It takes extra sa[t to SOdk upa {Ot O]( water

Plants that are exposed to salt can get dried out, just like
you might after a swim in the ocean. However, salt
marsh plants, or ba(oph;gtes, store salt to get the water

they need to grow and to not get dried out. Since water that grows in the highest areas of the salt
marsh where salinity levels are the lowest.
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Humboldt Bay owl's clover is a rare plant

is attracted to salt and halOphthS hold more salt than Chilean cordgrass is a non-native plant that was introduced

the surrounding soil, needed water is drawn out of the from Chile and overruns the native plants of Humboldt Bay
soil and into the plzmts salt marshes including rare and threatened species.

The rare Point Reyes bird's beak survives
just above where regular tides flood the

It takes bO{{Ow Stems to get aiy salt marsh and there is some salinity.

Do you know how it feels to be underwater and not
be able to breathe? During high tide, many plants
are submerged and their access to adequate oxygen
is limited. Many halophytes have hollow stewms
through which air can flow through, like a snorkel,

If a halophyte holds 700 much salt, it will get rid of
it. Salt grass excretes extra salt through glands like
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you excrete sweat. The salt form crystals on the from the top of the plant that sticks out of the
blades and water washes them away. In pickleweed, water to the Submcrgcd roOots.
salt is forced to its tips which break off. In the fall Around Humboldt Bay, pickleweed

you can see the vibrant red pickleweed tips that are survives in the lowest, wettest,

ready to break. and saltiest areas of the salt marsh.
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Holmes Fureka mill.




Exhibit 2: Interpretive Signs

ERWS Welcome Kiosk Panel (Draft)

The Elk River Wildlife Sanctuary includes nearly 300 acres of

The Elk River Wildlife Sanctuary is jointly owned by the City of e
Eureka and California Department of Fish and Game. The City
of Eureka manages this area which serves as a wastewater

treatment facility, wildlife habitat, and recreational accesss site. Tbe E[k River W][b[]fe Sanctuam isa ]o[ace fOV a“,
please tread lightly duving your wisit.

wildlife area. The estuary, mudflats, and sandy spit provide homes
for hundreds of resident and migrating birds, marine mammals,

D ( ko C L2 ( , fish, and plants. The Elk River flows to the bay from its source in
i ,61 ,/l Lnj) (_36 _l"\_ ’/“ ’/’/lél_.j) the Headwaters Forest Reserve about eight miles east of Eureka.





